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The Southern Shrimp Alliance 
(SSA) is a non-profit alliance of 
members of  the U.S. shrimp  
industry in eight states 
committed to preventing the 
continued deterioration of 
America's shrimp  industry and 
to ensuring the industry's future 
viability. SSA serves as the 
national voice for the shrimp 
fishermen and processors in 
Alabama, Florida, Georgia, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, North  
Carolina, South Carolina,  and  
Texas. 

 
Quick Links 

SSA Website 

Board of Directors 

North Carolina: 

Nancy Edens 
keywestnative57@yahoo.com 

PD Mason 
cmason5@ec.rr.com 

South Carolina:  

Clay Cable 
claycable@aol.com 

Kerry Abraham 
iateone2@embarqmail.com 

Georgia:   

Elaine Knight 

FYI 

Small Shipyard Grants 

UPDATE:  

Additional funds are available!  As detailed below, an 
additional $17.5 million of grant funds are available. 
 Application requirements are the same.  Applications 
received prior to 5 pm April 20, 2009 will be considered for 
both funding opportunities without any further action by 
applicants.  Applications received between April 21 and 
May 11, 2009 will be considered only for the additional 
funding. 

  
Section 3508 of the National Defense Authorization Act for 
Fiscal Year 2009 (Pub. L. 110-417) and the section entitled 
''Supplemental Grants for Assistance to Small Shipyards'' 
in the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, 2009, 
provide that the Maritime Administration shall establish an 
assistance program for small shipyards.  Under this 
program, there is $98,000,000 available for grants 
($2,000,000 of the $100,000,000 appropriated for the 
program is reserved for program administration.).  
The sectioned entitled "Assistance to Small Shipyards" of 
the Omnibus Appropriations Act of 2009 provides an 
additional $17,150,000 for grants ($350,000 of the 
$17,500,000 appropriated for the program is reserved for 
program administration).  Grant funds under both 
appropriations are to be used for capital improvements, 
and related infrastructure improvements at qualified 
shipyards that will be effective in fostering efficiency, 
competitive operations, and quality ship construction, 
repair, and reconfiguration.  Such grants may not be used 
to construct buildings or other physical facilities or to 
acquire land unless such use is specifically approved by the 
Administrator as being consistent with and supplemental to 
capital and related infrastructure improvements.  Grant 
funds may also be used for maritime training programs to 
foster technical skills and operational productivity in 
communities whose economies are related to or dependent 
upon the maritime industry. However, grants for such 
training programs may only be awarded to "Eligible 
Applicants" as described below but training programs can 



 

kseafood@bellsouth.net 

Mike Dubberly  
daddysboy1775@aol.com  

 

Mississippi: 
 

Steve Bosarge 
stevebosarge@hotmail.com 

 
Tommy Schultz 

revahopkins@bellsouth.net 

Florida: 

Sal Versaggi 
 

sal@versaggi-shrimp.com 

Chris Gala 
tricocg@aol.com 

Alabama: 

Ernie Anderson 
and5612@comcast.net 

Mickey Johnson 
jbuiltinc@aol.com 

Louisiana: 

Cathy Blanchard 
madamecheverette@myviscom.com

Scott St. Pierre 
momanddad@mobiletel.net 

Texas: 

Wilma Anderson 
texasshrimp@clearwire.net 

CraigWallis 
Wallis.shrimp@yahoo.com 

 
 

 

be established through vendors to such applicants. 
 
Key Dates: 

 
The period for submitting grant applications for the $98 
million available under the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act, as mandated by statute, commenced on 
February 17, 2009 and will terminate on April 20, 2009. 
 The period for submitting grant applications for the 
$17,150,000 available under the Omnibus Appropriations 
Act of 2009 commenced on March 11, 2009.  The 
applications for assistance under both the American 
Recovery and Relief Act and the Omnibus Appropriations 
Act must be received by the Maritime Administration by 5 
p.m. EST on April 20, 2009.  Applications for assistance 
solely from Omnibus Appropriations Act must be received 
by 5 p.m. EST on May 11, 2009.  Applications received 
later than this time will not be considered.  The Maritime 
Administrator intends to award grants under the American 
Recovery and Relief Act no later than August 17, 2009 and 
under the Omnibus Appropriations Act no later than July 9, 
2009. 
   
Award Information: 

 
The Maritime Administration intends to award the full 
amount of the available funding through grants to the 
extent that there are worthy applications.  No more than 
25 percent of the funds available will be awarded to 
shipyard facilities that have more than 600 production 
employees.  The Maritime Administration will seek to 
obtain the maximum benefit from the available funding by 
awarding grants for as many of the most worthy projects 
as possible.  The Maritime Administration may partially 
fund projects by selecting parts of the total project.  The 
start date and period of performance for each award will 
depend on the specific project and must be agreed to by 
the Maritime Administration. 

  
Eligibility Information: 

 
1. Eligible Applicants - The statutes referenced above 
provide that shipyards can apply for grants. The shipyard 
facility for which a grant is sought must be in a single 
geographical location, located in or near a maritime 
community and may not have more than 1200 production 
employees. 

 

2. Other Considerations in Making Awards - In providing 



grants, the Administrator will take into account (a) the 
economic circumstances and conditions of the maritime 
community near to which a shipyard facility is located; (b) 
projects that would be effective in fostering efficiency, 
competitive operations, and quality ship construction, 
repair, and reconfiguration; and (c) projects that would be 
effective in fostering employee skills and enhancing 
productivity. 
  
Matching Requirements: 

 
(1) Except as provided in item (2) below, Federal funds for 
any eligible project will not exceed 75 percent of the total 
cost of such project.  The remaining portion of the cost will 
be paid in funds from or on behalf of the grant recipient. 
 The applicant will be required to submit detailed financial 
statements and any necessary supporting documentation 
demonstrating how and when such matching requirement 
is proposed to be funded. 

 
(2) Exceptions - If the Administrator determines that a 
proposed project merits support and cannot be undertaken 
without a higher percentage of Federal financial assistance, 
the Administrator may award a grant for such project with 
a lesser matching requirement than is described in item 
(1).  

  
(3) Unless waived for good cause, the awardee's matching 
requirement must be paid prior to payment of any federal 
funds for the project. 

 
Application:  
 
An application should be filed on Standard Form SF-424 
which can be found below.  Although the form is available 
electronically, we request that the application be filed in 
hard copy as indicated below due to the amount of 
information requested.  A shipyard facility may include 
multiple projects in one application.  In order to allow us to 
evaluate whether an applicant meets the statutory criteria, 
the application for a grant should also provide the following 
information as an addendum to Form SF-424: 

 
1. Unique identifier of entity's parent company (when 
applicable): Data Universal Numbering System (DUNS) 
number and DUNS+4 number. 

 
2. Shipyard company officer's certification as to shipyard's 
compliance with the following requirements: (a) The 



shipyard for which a grant is sought is located in a single 
geographical location in or near a maritime community and 
(b) (i) The shipyard has no more than 600 production 
employees, or (ii) The shipyard has more than 600 
production employees, but less than 1200 production 
employees. 

 
3. A comprehensive, detailed description of the project. 
4. A description of the need for the project and an 
explanation of how the project will fulfill this need. 

 
5. An analysis demonstrating how the project will be 
effective in fostering efficiency, competitive operations, 
and quality ship construction, repair, or reconfiguration. 

 
6. A detailed itemization of the cost of the project together 
with supporting documentation, including vendor quotes 
and installation costs. 

 
7. Detailed methodology and timeline for implementing the 
project. 

 
8. A prioritized list of project elements and cost of each if 
funding for the entire project is not available. 

 
9. Most recent CPA audited, reviewed or compiled financial 
statements. 

 
10. Detailed pro-forma financial statements together with 
any supporting documentation demonstrating how and 
when such matching requirement is proposed to be 
funded. 

 
11. Shipyard company officer's certification that the 
applicant has the authority to carry out the proposed 
project. 

 
12. Any existing programs or arrangements that can be 
used to supplement or leverage the federal grant 
assistance. 

 
13. Information concerning the economic circumstances 
and conditions of the maritime community near to which 
the shipyard is located. 

 
14. Certification in accordance with the Department of 
Transportation's regulation restricting lobbying, 49 CFR 



Part 20, that the applicant has not, and will not, make any 
prohibited payments out of the requested grant. 
Additional information may be requested as deemed 
necessary by the Maritime Administration in order to 
facilitate and complete its review of the application. If such 
information is not provided, the Maritime Administration 
may deem the application incomplete and cease processing 
it. 
  
Where To File Application: 

 
An original copy of the application together with seven 
additional copies shall be submitted to Jean E. McKeever, 
Associate Administrator for Business and Workforce 
Development, Room W21-318, Maritime Administration, 
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE, Washington, DC 20590. 
  
Evaluation of Applications: 

 
The Maritime Administration will evaluate the applications 
on the basis of the economic information provided and in 
terms of how well the project for which a grant is 
requested would be effective in fostering efficiency, 
competitive operations, and quality ship construction, 
repair, and reconfiguration.  The Administrator will award 
grants in his sole discretion in such amounts and under 
such conditions for those projects he determines will best 
further the statutory purposes of the small shipyard grant 
program. 
  
Conditions Attached To Awards: 

 
The grant agreement will set out the records to be 
maintained by the grant recipient which must be available 
for review and audit by the Administrator, as well as any 
other conditions and requirements.  Grant recipients under 
the American Recovery and Relief Act will be required to 
submit periodic reports to include, among other things, the 
number of direct, on-project jobs created or sustained by 
the award, and to the extent possible, the estimated 
indirect jobs created or sustained in the associated 
supplying industries, including the number of job-years 
created and the total increase in employment since the 
date of enactment of the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act of 2009.  Grant recipients under the 
Omnibus Appropriations Act who receive over $5 million in 
grant funds (if any) will be required to certify that they 
have filed all Federal tax returns required during the three 
years preceding the certification, have not been convicted 
of a criminal offense under the Internal Revenue Code of 



1986, and have not, more than 90 days prior to 
certification, been notified of any unpaid Federal tax 
assessment for which the liability remains unsatisfied, 
unless the assessment is the subject of an installment 
agreement or offer in compromise that has been approved 
by the Internal Revenue Service and is not in default, or 
the assessment is the subject of a non-frivolous 
administrative or judicial proceeding. 

  
The Small Shipyard Grants program is Catalog of Federal 
Domestic Assistance Number 20.814. 

 

Related Links 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Application forms for the Small Shipyard Grants Program: 

Application Form (SF 424) in PDF Format 

Application Form (SF 424) in Word Format 

Instructions for Application Form (SF 424) 

  
After award of grants, recipients use the following forms to 
request reimbursement and report progress: 
Request for Reimbursement (SF 270) 

Progress Report (SF PPR) 

 
  
Information about the 2008 Small Shipyard grants can be 
found on our news release page. 

 

Contacts  
The Small Shipyards Grant program is administered by the 
Office of Shipyards and Marine Engineering: 

 
Office of Shipyards and Marine Engineering 
Maritime Administration 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
(202) 366-1850 
 

 
 
   

 

 


