November 19, 2025

The Honorable Bruce Westerman The Honorable Jared Huffman

Chairman, Committee on Natural Resources Ranking Member, Committee on Natural Resources
1324 Longworth House Office Building 1329 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

RE: Fishing Industry Support for H.R. 3756, the Fighting Foreign Illegal Seafood Harvests (FISH) Act,
and Request for Inclusion in the National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA)

Dear Chairman Westerman and Ranking Member Huffman,

We, the undersigned representatives of organizations representing commercial fishermen and coastal
communities across the United States, write to express our strong support for H.R. 3756, the Fighting
Foreign Illegal Seafood Harvests (FISH) Act. As stewards of our nation’s marine resources and
participants in one of the world’s most highly regulated sustainable food systems, we view this legislation
as a key step toward securing a level playing field for American fishermen and protecting our domestic
seafood market from bad actors.

For decades, U.S. fishermen have invested heavily in compliance with strict federal mandates, including
the Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA) and the Magnuson-Stevens Act, to minimize bycatch,
prevent overfishing, and ensure the long-term health of our ocean ecosystems. These investments come at
a cost, one that we willingly bear to maintain the sustainability of our fisheries. We are rewarded for this
in the U.S. seafood market because Americans overwhelmingly prefer sustainable seafood harvested by
their neighbors in U.S. coastal communities. However, we cannot compete fairly against foreign fleets
that bypass these standards, engage in illegal, unreported, and unregulated (IUU) fishing, or rely on forced
labor to produce artificially cheap seafood products.

The FISH Act addresses this inequity directly by establishing a blacklist of foreign vessels engaged in
IUU fishing. Vessels on the blacklist would be barred from U.S. ports and waters and the seafood
harvested, processed, or transported aboard them would be prohibited from entering the U.S. market. The
FISH Act also instructs U.S. Customs and Border Protection to develop a strategy, to be published on the
agency’s website, for identifying imports of seafood harvested on foreign vessels using forced labor. This
legislation is a valuable contribution to the economic survival of our industry. Weakly regulated foreign
fisheries currently flood the U.S. market with products that do not account for the true cost of
environmental compliance. These imports undercut the wholesale price point for responsibly harvested
domestic catch, creating a "cost-price squeeze" that threatens the viability of small-scale American fishing
families. As noted in recent industry filings, the influx of non-compliant foreign seafood suppresses prices
to such a degree that many U.S. fishermen are forced to operate at a loss. By blacklisting vessels that
refuse to play by the rules and improving the identification of foreign seafood harvested through forced
labor practices, H.R. 3756 will help restore market parity.

The United States has a national policy to prevent marine resource depletion beyond the point at which
they cease to be a significant functioning element in the ecosystem. Allowing IUU fleets unfettered access



to our markets undermines this goal. The FISH Act reinforces the logic that access to the lucrative U.S.
market is a privilege contingent on adherence to basic standards of law, conservation, and human rights.
This aligns with the national priority to address unfair trade practices and level the unfair playing field
that has benefited foreign fishing companies.

Given the significant negative implications of IUU fishing for maritime security, food sovereignty, and
the integrity of our national borders, we strongly urge the Committee to pursue the inclusion of the
FISH Act in the upcoming National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) as it advances. As
recognized in President Trump’s Executive Order 14276, unfair trade practices in the seafood sector are a
matter of national priority. The protection of our domestic food supply and the enforcement of maritime
law against foreign bad actors are core components of our national defense strategy. Integrating the FISH
Act into the NDAA acknowledges that economic security for our coastal communities is inextricably
linked to national security.

If we want a vibrant and prosperous future for the American seafood industry, the rest of the world must
be held to the same standards we follow in order to access our market. We urge the Committee to advance
H.R. 3756 without delay, through regular order or as a valuable addition to the NDAA, to protect our
marine resources, our coastal economies, and the hardworking U.S. fishermen who play by the rules.

Sincerely,

Eric Brazer
Deputy Director
Gulf of America Reef Fish Shareholders’ Alliance

Ben Martens
Executive Director
Maine Coast Fishermen’s Association

Andrea Tomlinson
Executive Director
New England Young Fishermen’s Alliance

Linda Behnken
Executive Director
Alaska Longline Fishermen’s Association

Michelle Stratton
Executive Director
Alaska Marine Conservation Council

John Pappalardo
Chief Executive Officer
Cape Cod Commercial Fishermen’s Alliance



Blake Price
Deputy Director
Southern Shrimp Alliance

Patrice McCarron
Executive Director
Maine Lobstermen’s Association

Jamie Goen
Executive Director
Alaska Bering Sea Crabbers

Warren Alexander & Stacy Alexander-Nevells
Owner & Manager
Atlantic Shellfish

Frederick J. Mattera
Executive Director
East Farm Commercial Fisheries Center of Rhode Island

Bob Zales
Executive Director
Southeastern Fisheries Association

Randy Lauser
President
Southern Offshore Fishing Association

Alexis Meschelle
Executive Director
Organized Fishermen of Florida

Drew Minkiewicz
Attorney
Sustainable Scalloping Fund

Jack Brooks & F. William Sieling III
President & Executive Vice President
Chesapeake Bay Seafood Industries Association

Kyle Kimball & Tricia Kimball
President & Vice President
Port Arthur Area Shrimper’s Association



Doreen M. Badeaux
Secretary General
Apostleship of the Sea of the United States of America

Malcolm Milne
President
North Pacific Fisheries Association



