
 
Importers Are Undervaluing Chinese Seafood to Evade Payment of Tariffs 

 

 Since 2019, importers have paid significant duties on imports of Chinese seafood.  Last 

year, duties imposed on Chinese seafood significantly increased, with nearly $383 million in 

calculated duties assessed on these imports.   Importers responded to higher tariff rates by 

substantially reducing the declared value of Chinese seafood in 2025 and through the first five 

months of this year.  In turn, undervaluation of Chinese seafood has allowed importers to evade 

the payment of millions of dollars in ad valorem tariffs to the U.S. Treasury each month. 

 

 The table below summarizes changes in the declared per pound value of merchandise 

imported under sixteen different Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United States (HTSUS) 

codes that, collectively, accounted for over half of the total value of Chinese seafood imported 

into the U.S. last year ($626,489,114 of $1,245,148,773 = 50.3%).  As the data demonstrate, the 

per pound values declared for a broad spectrum of Chinese seafood products have fallen 

significantly compared to the historic average unit values claimed for the same products.       

 

U.S. Imports of Chinese Seafood, Average Unit Value Analysis (US$ per lb.)  

Source: USITC Dataweb 
Product 2022-2024 

Annual 

Average 

2025 Jan. to 

May 

2026 

Difference 

b/w 2026 

& 22-24 

Tilapia Fillets, Frozen (0304.61.0000) $1.63 $1.38 $1.04 -36.2% 

Salmonidae Fillets, Frozen, Except Atlantic Salmon, NESOI 

(0304.81.5090) 

$3.24 $2.47 $2.34 -26.9% 

Fish, Frozen, Except Fillets, Livers, and Roes, NESOI 

(0303.89.0080) 

$1.36 $0.89 $0.82 -39.8% 

Fish Fillets of Families Bregmacerotidae, Euclichthyidae, 

Gadidae, Macrouridae, Melanonidae, etc., Dried, Salted, or 

In Brine, But Not Smoked, NESOI (0305.32.0090) 

$1.87 $1.49 $1.44 -23.1% 

Scallops and Other Molluscs of the Family Pectinidae, Frozen 

(0307.22.0000) 

$2.70 $2.25 $2.09 -22.4% 

Eels, In Airtight Containers (1604.17.1000) $3.63 $2.87 $2.45 -32.5% 

Swimming Crabmeat (Portunidae), Prepared/Preserved, 

NESOI (1605.10.2059) 

$7.46 $5.80 $5.86 -21.5% 

Flounder Fillets, Frozen, NESOI (0304.83.5020) $2.42 $1.83 $1.93 -20.0% 

Oysters, Smoked (1605.51.4000) $3.50 $3.06 $3.10 -11.6% 

Other Squid, Frozen (Except Fillets) (0307.43.0050) $2.45 $2.39 $1.91 -22.1% 

Ictalurus (catfish) SPP Fillets, Frozen (0304.62.0010)  $1.94 $0.99 $0.83 -57.1% 

Crustaceans, Other Than Peeled Freshwater Crawfish Tail 

Meat, Prepared or Preserved, NESOI (1605.40.1090) 

$1.78 $0.83 $0.56 -68.7% 

Crabs, Frozen, Except Crabmeat, NESOI (0306.14.4090) $1.73 $1.41 $1.47 -15.3% 

Atlantic Salmonidae (Salmo Salar) Fillets, Frozen, NESOI 

(0304.81.5010) 

$3.30 $2.77 $3.06 -7.3% 

Fish Prepared or Preserved, NESOI (1604.20.6090) $1.00 $0.97 $0.67 -32.8% 

Crustaceans, Peeled Freshwater Crawfish Tail Meat, 

Prepared or Preserved, NESOI (1605.40.1010) 

$1.70 $1.29 $0.99 -41.9% 


